
Red Marsh School English Policy 
 

This policy sets out the expectations and overviews of the teaching of English at  
Red Marsh School 
 
The policy should be read in conjunction with the: Schemes of Work for English; the 
Handwriting policy and the policy document Planning, Assessment, Recording and 
Reporting. 
 
The aims of the policy are to:  

 Develop communication skills. 

 Develop a love of sharing books or reading books.  

 Ensure pupils can read to the best of their ability. 

 Ensure pupils can write to the best of their ability.  

 Develop an understanding of a growing vocabulary. 

 Develop an interest in pictures, symbols, signs or words and their meaning. 

 Develop an understanding of a range of text types and genres from our rich 
and varied literacy heritage 

 
As part of the teaching of English, teachers will develop pupils: 

 Spoken language including vocabulary development 

 Reading 

 Writing 
 
Spoken language 
Communication is at the heart of all teaching at Red Marsh School. All pupils are 
taught to listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers.  Read Marsh 
School has a very personalised approach to developing pupils communication skills 
as the school caters for pupils who are both verbal and non-verbal. 
 
This approach includes:- 

 Personalised communication targets 

 Speech and language therapy programmes 

 Developing vocabulary across the curriculum  

 Specialist resources and equipment 

 Drama activities to develop an understanding of texts and increase 
confidence in the use of spoken language  

 
Reading 
Reading is taught through the following dimensions. 
 
Word reading - leads pupils to be able to read unfamiliar words, it can include 
phonics, sight reading and exploring the meaning of words. For many of our pupils 
word reading takes the form of recognising pictures or symbols. 
 
Comprehension - leads pupils to: 

 Develop a pleasure in reading 

 Understand what they have heard or read  

 Retrieve and record information 

 Communicate in their own individual way or participate in talk or discussion 
about what they have heard or read 
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The following approaches are used to teach word reading and comprehension: 

 Phonics  

 Sight words 

 Shared reading of class texts 

 Personal and home reading  

 Cross curricular reading 
 
Phonics  
Pupils are taught according to the pupils ability levels. 
 
Pupils, who are able, follow the Letters and Sound structured synthetic phonics 
programme. Other pupils follow the schools sensory phonic programme. 
 
In the primary department teachers use the terminology robot arm to blend and 
segment and in the secondary department they use the terminology chopping and 
bopping. 
 
In addition to the Letters and Sounds programme the school uses actions from the 
jolly phonics program to enhance pupil's learning. 
 
Further Education students and pupils who require intervention to develop their 
phonological awareness follow a specialist computer phonics program called Lexia. 
 
Sight words - at Red Marsh School a number of pupils particularly those with a ASD 
have outstanding word recall. Therefore for particular pupils the school uses the ‘look 
and say’ method using flash cards and games that focus on key vocabulary.  Key 
vocabulary includes common exceptional words from Letters and Sounds and key 
words from reading schemes such as the Oxford Reading Tree. If possible, it is 
important that our pupils are taught to read their name. 
 
Shared reading of class texts 
Red Marsh School has produced a mapping of texts for each class group. This 
mapping identifies the text types or genres to be taught in each class.  Each class 
will teach a mixture of: 

 Narrative 

 Non-fiction 

 Poetry-pupils will be helped to appreciate rhymes and poems by acting them 
out with sensory resources.  The more able pupils learning to recite the 
rhymes and poems by heart. 

 
 Using the mapping to ensure continuity, breath and progression pupils will have the 
opportunity to listen frequently to stories, poems, non-fiction which tell the whole 
story and read examples of writing such as letters.   Pupils will have the opportunity 
to read, rereading and rehearing poems and plays for presentations and 
performances. This gives pupils the opportunity to discuss language including 
vocabulary, therefore extending their interest in the meaning of words. 
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Personal and home reading 
By exploring texts together pupils will also develop enjoyment and motivation for 
sharing books and reading.  
 
To further develop enjoyment and motivation towards reading pupils also have the 
following opportunities: 
 

 Personal and home/school reading  

 All primary and secondary pupils take home a book to share or to read(see 
homework policy). 

 Pupils are heard to read in school. 

 All pupils access the school book banded reading scheme which includes 
fiction, non-fiction and poetry. All reading books are bandied to provide a 
broad and progressive reading scheme that is age-appropriate.  For all pupils 
who are learning to read this banded reading scheme includes phonetically 
based books which follow the sequence in the Letters and Sounds 
programme. 

 Pupils are encouraged to re-read books to build up their fluency and 
confidence in Word Reading. 

 
Reading Challenge  
To promote wider reading a Reading Challenge in association with Thornton library 
is used to challenge our more able students. 
 
Book Buzz  
Reception and year seven pupils choose age-appropriate books from the Book 
Trust.  This book is theirs to keep and enjoy at home. 
 
Library books topic books and personal choice 
At Red Marsh School books are highly valued throughout the pupil’s education.  
Pupils are given many opportunities to handle, browse and read books of their own 
choice. 
 
Cross curricular reading  
Teachers plan to ensure that pupils have the opportunity to develop reading skills 
across the curriculum.   
Each of these areas are must be planned for- see medium-term planning. 
 
Writing is taught through the following dimensions  

 Composition  

 Transcription- which includes spelling and handwriting  

 Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation 
 
Each dimension should be planned  
 
Spelling 
At Red Marsh School we value all pupils’ attempts to write from mark making to 
attempting letter shapes.  Alongside emergent writing spelling is taught. 
Initially spelling is taught through the structured programme working through the 
Letters and Sounds phases and then the support for spelling structured programme. 
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Some of our pupils will learn to spell by sight recognition, these pupils will be taught 
the ‘look and say’ method of spelling. 
 
Handwriting -see handwriting policy.  Handwriting must, at the earliest stages of 
writing, be taught separately from composition. 
 
Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation 
One of the most important aspects is the teaching of vocabulary.  More able pupils 
follow the progression of skills for punctuation and grammar.  They are also taught to 
use dictionaries and thesauruses to extend their writing 
 
Composition 
When teaching composition the reading and writing sequence outlined at the end of 
this policy is followed.  Copywriting is not acceptable pupils’ emergent writing must 
be valued. 
 
Strategies to develop writing 
Always remember the school ethos.  It is important that pupils have a go at writing 
and their attempts are always valued. 

 Modelled writing - where the adult models their ideas and then models the 
writing 

 Shared writing - this is collaborative writing with the pupils contributing their 
ideas but the adult scribe 

 Guided writing- where the adult guide the pupils in their writing      

 Scaffolded writing- for our most able pupils where the adult provides written 
support  

 Independent writing-  where pupils have a go and there are their attempts are 
valued 

 
Remember it is important that our pupils rehearse out loud what they are going to 
write and say the word and sentence before they write it. 
 
Cross curricular writing--all opportunities should be taken to develop writing across 
the curriculum.  Staff should take the opportunity to model writing for pupils and 
provide meaningful opportunity for pupils to write across the curriculum. 
 
Sequence that should be delivered to develop pupils reading and writing through a 
text: 
 

 Creating interest 

 Reading response and reading analysis 

 Gathering content 

 Planning and writing 

 The final presentation 
 

Assessment, Recording and Reporting 

The procedures for assessment, recording and reporting of pupils’ progress are 
outlined in the policy document of the same name. Moderation of work is carried out 
at a county and school level. 
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Monitoring and Evaluating English 

Monitoring and evaluating curricular strengths and weaknesses to ensure and 
maintain high standards in the quality of teaching and learning is a vital part of the 
curriculum development process.  Opportunities are made available to the subject 
leaders to evaluate the standards of teaching and learning within the school through 
helping colleagues develop planning, monitoring planning, scrutiny of work, paired 
observations and data analysis. This in turn affects future planning and delivery of 
the subject. 

 


